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culture, cause the distinct and well-defined virtues, once the 
pride of Britain, to be but rare phenomena now. There remain 
only mediocre virtues; the vices, however, are assuming extra- 
ordinary proportions, so that we are forced to record them more 
fully." Again scores of examples might be cited to prove that 
corruption and theft, assaults and murder, child stealing, 
adultery and prostitution, 12 etc. had increased to such dimen- 
sions toward the close of the century, that the reviewer wonders 
what reason Mr. Kelly had to pass them over in silence. 

Mr. Kelly further cites a number of cases in support of the 
view that religious tolerance was reigning supreme in Great 
Britain. He seems to be ignorant of the persecutions under 
which the so-called dissenters suffered in the eighties and nine- 
ties. Archenholz refers to cases of fanaticism that are quite 
medieval in character. 13 

I have mentioned in the foregoing some of the phases 
entirely overlooked by the author. Others mentioned by Mr. 
Kelly appear in a different light to the reviewer after spending 
weeks with Archenholz. 

In conclusion it should be remembered that a work like the 
one under discussion requires not only extensive reading, but 
above all sound judgment and critical ability. To state that 
two authors agree on a certain point while a third writer dis- 
agrees, does not suffice; it is necessary to make at least an 
attempt to discover the reason for this difference of judgment. 
Moreover, the opinion which one nation forms of another is 
a matter of relativity. In order fully to comprehend German 
opinion of England and Englishmen in the eighteenth century 
it is necessary to know a great deal more about contemporary 
German conditions, the basis of comparison, than Mr. Kelly 
has chosen to convey to his readers. 

B. A. Uhlendorf 

University of Illinois 



TONY ASTON'S FOOL'S OPERA 

In discussing the date of the Fool's Opera in his brochure 
on Tony Aston (1920, pp. 41, f), Dr. Nicholson conjectures 
that publication occurred in the year 1730. Professor Graves, 
in his running comment upon Dr. Nicholson's book {Jour. E. 
and G. Phil. July, 1921), devotes a paragraph to the date 
without settling it, quoting several authorities, who hover 
between 1730 and 1731. 

The date can be fixed. The Fool's Opera was published 
on April 1, 1731 — whether the joke was accidental or inten- 

a Eng. undltal. II, 173-232; Annalen V, 98, 132-139, 173, 332, 341-9; VII» 
12-14; IX, 433; XI, 375-89, XII, 148-160; XIII, 359, 365. 
>» Ibid. VII, 102 ff, 153, 157; IX, 76-79, 402-5. 
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tional. Both the Grub-street Journal and the Gentleman's 
Magazine in their lists of new books place the Opera first of 
the three books published that day. (I think the Magazine 
merely cribbed Grub's list, in this case.) Both give the title 
in a very brief form, and state the price, 6d. 

The Monthly Chronicle arranges the notices in its "Register 
of Books" in groups under subject headings, not chronologically. 
In the April list No. 50 is: "The Fools Opera: Or, The Taste 
of the Age. Written by Mat. Medley. And perform'd by 
his Company in Oxford* Humkinbuz, Pollickemin, Bam- 
boosleos, Gayrichem, alwrong. To which is prefix'd, A Sketch 
of the Author's Life, written by himself. Printed for T. Payne; 
price 6d." The information supplied here is slightly fuller 
than that in the "full title" quoted by Dr. Nicholson. The 
Tom Thumbish cognomens (probably the members of "his 
Company") look like the dramatis personae of the Opera, 
but they vary from the list of Dr. Nicholson. 

The Chronicle had an elaborate system for indicating 
whether a book was a second or later edition, part of a con- 
troversy, etc. It leaves the Fool's Opera unmarked, indicating 
thus that this was the first edition. 

R. H. Griffith 

The University of Texas 



